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MUSEUM The Ruhr Museum is the regional museum of the Ruhr
area. It is located at the Zollverein coal mine, once the most modern
and most productive coal mine of the world. After its closure, it was
appointed in 2001 UNESCO World Heritage. The building of the Ruhr
Museum could hardly be more spectacular. The former coal washing
plant at shaft XIl impresses by its sheer size and architecture. The
exhibition architecture designed by the Stuttgart-based architect HG
Merz integrates the contents and features of the exhibition into the
existing structure of the building: An integrative concept combines
natural and cultural history, showcasing the entire history of the
Ruhr area, from the formation of coal 300 million years ago to the
current structural change towards the Ruhr Metropolis. The catego-
ries Present, Memory and History are each assigned to one of the
three exhibition levels.




PRESENT Following the former track taken by the coal the visitors
pass from top to bottom, descending from present down to the his-
tory of the region. The journey through the museum starts in the
present, because the Ruhr area is a region that, first and foremost,
needs to be explained and made understandable to visitors. There
are neither natural nor political borders, and it is not a natural
landscape or an administrative unit. It features varying landscapes
and exhibits differing, partly contradictory characteristics. There
are therefore conflicting ideas about the Ruhr area. These ideas are
presented at the 17 metre level of the Coal Washing Plant, a large
machinery platform for sorting rocks and coal, which is now a pan-
orama of the present. It shows images and views of the Ruhr area,
myths and stereotypes, modern day phenomena and the underlying
structures of the region. It addresses the fundamental experiences
and lived realities of the people of the Ruhr area and recounts the
millions of years of geology in this region.

PRESENT



MEMORY The 12 metre level of the Coal Washing Plant is dedicat-
ed to the pre-industrial history of the Ruhr area. This is the place
where the rocks and the water, but especially the coal, were once
temporarily stored. The exhibition concept uses the windowless
storehouses as a metaphor for the pre-modern cultural memory of
the region. The area, which later became known as the Ruhr area,
boasts a number of regional traditions dating back to the ancient
world and the Middle Ages. The exhibition displays the finest selec-
tion of the region’s most precious artefacts, the majority of which
are on loan from major museums, and private lenders from all over
the Ruhr area. Besides the age of industrialization, cultural goods
from pre-industrial eras play a pivotal role in defining the identity of
the Ruhr area. Furthermore, the exhibition, showcasing geological,
archaeological and ethnological artefacts, represents three of the
Ruhr Museum'’s oldest collections, which can also be interpreted as
a cultural memory.




Besides its local history collections, the Ruhr
Museum also owns other important collections, particularly of
geological, archaeological and natural history artefacts. They are
based on collections begun by one of the oldest museums in the
Ruhr area which later became known as the Ruhrlandmuseum of
the City of Essen. These collections were continuously enhanced dur-
ing the course of the last one hundred years and have been on display
in the spectacular Schaudepot at the coking plant since 2021.

In the recent decades, the museum has created
new collection priorities focusing on the social and daily history
of the Ruhr area during the age of industrialization, on the “natu-
ral environment” and, in particular, on documentary photography.
The photo archive of the Ruhr Museum contains over four million
photographs, the majority of which document the social history of
the Ruhr area. Parts of the collections are presented in the per-
manent exhibition and regular special exhibitions in the gallery at
the Ruhr Museum as well as in the Mineralien-Museum in Kupfer-
dreh.
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The Ruhr Museum has a number of branches, par-
ticularly in the south of Essen. The Mineralien-Museum in Essen-
Kupferdreh permanently houses items from the mineralogical
and geological collections of the Ruhr Museum. The man-made
landscape Deilbachtal combines an interesting geological natural
landscape with a remarkable collection of pre- and early indus-
trial monuments. They illustrate the history of metal processing
and early coal mining. The geological trail at Lake Baldeney in-
cludes several geological outcroppings, quarries and coal seams -
the prerequisites and the traces of underground mining along the
banks of the River Ruhr. Demonstrations of the pre-industrial pro-
duction of wrought iron regularly take place at the fully renovated
Halbachhammer in the Nachtigallental. Furthermore, an exhibition
in the small studio house at the Margarethenhohe together with a
historical model flat provide an insight into one of the most famous
garden cities in Germany.
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In addition to the multilingual audio guide app, the Ruhr
Museum also offers a comprehensive educational programme. The
programme is rounded off with thematic tours and museum talks,
educational activities at the museum, Zollverein and its branches,
teacher training courses as well as projects for kindergarten and
school groups. In addition to its permanent exhibition, the Ruhr
Museum presents exhibitions on national topics as well as its exten-
sive collections in the special exhibition space on the 12 metre level
and in its Gallery on the 21 metre level. The exhibitions are com-
plemented by a diverse additional programme of scientific lectures,
cinema shows, panel discussions and excursions. Together with
the Portal of Industrial Heritage, the Zollverein Historical Site
and the viewing platform at the Coal Washing Plant a visit to the
Zollverein UNESCO World Heritage Site is a unique experience.
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The history of the Ruhr area starts with the industri-
alization over 200 years ago. It transformed the former agricul-
tural landscape into the largest area of steel and coal production
in Europe and consequently into a modern economic and service
hub, the Ruhr Metropolis. The Ruhr Museum displays this massive
transformation at the lowest level of the Coal Washing Plant, the
6 metre level with its almost 100 meters long space axes. A geo-
logical history prologue about the formation of coal 300 million
years ago is followed by the dramatic process of industrialization
that started in the 18th century, the advancements in ore smelt-
ing, the golden age of industrialization, the vast destruction during
the two world wars and post-war reconstruction, as well as the
ongoing structural change. An epilogue takes stock of the current
situation and looks to the future as the end of fossil fuel consump-
tion dawns.
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Mon-Sun 10am-6pm
24.,25.and 31.12. closed

in the Coal Washing Plant
Zollverein UNESCO World
Heritage Site
Gelsenkirchener Straf3e 181
D-45309 Essen
www.ruhrmuseum.de
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Stiftung Ruhr Museum
Fritz-Schupp-Allee 15
D-45141 Essen

Phone + 49 (0)201 24681 400
Fax + 49 (0)201 24681 460

info@ruhrmuseum.de

Tram line 107 to stop Zollverein,
bus line 183 to stop Kohlen-
wdsche

Free car parks A1 and A2,
Fritz-Schupp-Allee, 45141 Essen
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Permanent exhibition plus Portal

of Industrial Heritage and panoramaview € 10;
reduced € 7; children/adolescents under

18 and pupils/students under 25 admission free;

group rates and combined tickets available

Tour of the permanent exhibition in Englisch,
Dutch, French, German, Spanish

€ 90 plus group admission fee per person, in
English (other foreign languages on request);
school and student groups € 75 with free
admission

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm
Phone + 49 (0201 24681 444
besucherdienst@ruhrmuseum.de

Official book accompanying the permanent
exhibition in German, 412 pages, more than 650
images, Klartext Verlag, Essen 2020, 2nd updated
edition, ISBN 978-3-8375-0075-2, € 19.80

Design: Uwe Loesch
Photography: Brigida Gonzalez, Andrea Kiesendahl,

Michael Rasche, Thomas Willemsen
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