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ABSTRACT
Introduction: The EU-funded transnational project “Female Labour Migration in European History”

has set itself the task of drawing more attention to the specifics of women's labour migration in the
European Union and making them public. Through personal stories, which are compiled together
with the women concerned and presented on an online platform, untold and overlooked stories as
well as structural challenges and conditions of women's migration are to be made visible.
(https://minorkontor.de/femig-lab)

A central question is how we can give space and value to the stories and narratives of women in a
joint exchange? How do we manage to tell history and heritage together? How do we create low-
threshold opportunities to talk about women's own or generationally intertwined migration histories
— without overburdening them or projecting too many preconceptions?

This is exactly where the workshop wants to start and lead the participants themselves into the role
of storytellers. Approaches from cultural and anthropological studies offer the opportunity to bring
to light stories that do not normally find their way into archives and academic research. The low-
threshold and associative methods aim to open up conversations of involving every generation of
migrants, but also people without their own experience of migration.

Workshop Goal:
Explore ways to give space to stories —to listen to them, collect them collaboratively, and make them
visible in an appropriate way.

Research Question:

How can a method help to stimulate conversation? And how can materials be used to create a
dialogical approach to the theme of women including “generational dimensions"? In the workshop, a
personal connection to the theme of migration and the aspect of generations will be established with
the help of materials that are on hand such as photos and music, little objects, documents and apps.

Target Audience:

The workshop is aimed at museum professionals as well as anyone interested in exploring new
approaches to museum work — particularly those who want to engage with the topic of migration,
either through their own experiences or out of interest.


https://minorkontor.de/femig-lab
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Workshop Focus (Proposed Plan):
- Future Generations: Perspectives and wishes in the context of migration
- Past Generations: Biographies, experiences, and their impact on present-day realities
- Current Stories: Experiences of people with their own migration background
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