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ABSTRACT 

Maggie Walz (1861–1927), born Margareta Johanna Wälivainio in Finnish Lapland, rose from poverty 

to become a prominent entrepreneur, journalist, suffragette, and founder of the Finnish utopian 

community on Drummond Island, Michigan. Emigrating in 1881, she worked as a maid and shop 

assistant in Calumet, MI, saving diligently and teaching herself English.  

After anglicizing her name, she built a successful business empire—including real estate, job 

placement, travel services, and publishing—all housed in her own office building. Despite her 

Laestadian roots, she openly embraced wealth and fashion, becoming a media symbol of the 

American Dream. 

An active advocate for Finnish immigrants, Walz founded or led 22 organizations promoting women’s 

rights, temperance, and community support.  

In 1905 Maggie Walz established a cooperative Christian community for older, impoverished Finnish 

immigrants on Drummond Island.  She became the only woman leader of the 20 Finnish Utopian 

Communities.  

Though initially rooted in Christian ideals, the community later attracted socialist miners laid off from 

nearby mines. By 1914, the socialists had taken control, and Walz was forced to withdraw. 

Financial ruin followed: her business collapsed, and her building burned. She died alone in poverty in 

1927.  

Her legacy was revived in 2015 when she was inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame as a 

pioneering Finnish American leader. 
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Award for Public Information" for his “exemplary and innovative work in disseminating knowledge”. 
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