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Welcome to the exhibition  
Commissioned Images.  
Photographs by Ruth Hallensleben 1931–1973.

Ruth Hallensleben was a photographer for more than 40 years. She worked 
for many different factories and took photographs of them. Sometimes  
she even travelled to other countries to take photos. She also worked  
before, during and after the Second World  
War, which took place between 1939 and  
1945. This is why the exhibition includes a  
few photos of National Socialists, who were  
known as Nazis for short. The Nazis ruled  
Germany at that time and inflicted much  
pain and suffering on people around the  
world. Some of Ruth Hallensleben’s photos  
show beautiful landscapes; others show  
destroyed cities after the war.

The questions in this quiz will take you on a voyage of discovery through the 
exhibition. You’ll be able to answer the questions by taking a good look at 
the photographs. You’ll find letters after the correct answers and in the 
grey boxes. Put these letters together on the last page to reveal the secret 
word. It will tell you what Ruth Hallensleben’s profession was before she 
became a photographer.

Have fun searching, finding, and figuring it all out!



Right at the start of the exhibition, you will see two pictures that 
show Ruth Hallensleben at work. Naturally, she needed a 

camera for that! As she often worked in factories where it was 
very loud, she also needed something else to attract attention, and 

that was a ...  

While Ruth Hallensleben was travelling through Italy, she took  
the pictures that you can see on the wall to the right of the  
entrance. There you can see a man making a basket. Take a  
look at the picture and find out exactly what kind of basket it is.

It’s a ...  
– Shopping basket for carrying things one has bought	 ( U )
– Lobster trap for catching lobsters				   ( C )
– Bee skep – a man-made home for bees 			   (  I  )

    Do you know the fairy tale that ends with the 
wicked witch being pushed into an oven?  

Ruth Hallensleben took a picture of a theatre  
performance of that story. Find the picture and  
write down the title of the fairy tale.	 			 
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        A bit further along the same wall, you’ll find pictures of a city 
        that has been badly damaged due to the Second World War. 
            Today, this city and its famous large church look beautiful once 
again. Perhaps you’ve even been there and visited the city on the Rhine, 
and the church. Which city is shown in the photos?

Cologne   ( E )
Düsseldorf  ( A )
Bonn   (  I  )

This is a section from a picture. 
Look for the picture that it belongs to. 
What do you call this type of sheet metal that 
is often used to cover roofs?

And what does this picture show? Look for the photo 
to find out. Here’s a tip: you need it to make beer. 
It’s an ingredient for brewing beer.

What a beautiful meadow! Search for the picture 
in the exhibition and find out what the woman in the 
red blouse is looking at.

A river  ( U )
A mine  ( A )
A church  (  Y )
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What is this man doing? 
Look for the picture to find out:  

He is mining coal with a pneumatic drill.    ( D )
He is making a very big hole in a wall with a drill.  ( P )
He is demolishing the wall of a house.   ( B )

This goose isn’t running about alone in the picture! 
Find the photo and count the geese. 
How many of them are there?

3  ( C )
6  ( N )
9  ( M )

SECRET WORD

(Show your secret word to the friendly attendant at the entrance 
to the exhibition. They’ll give you a little reward!)

We hope you enjoyed it!

Photo credits for all photographs or sections of photos: © Ruth Hallensleben / Fotoarchiv Ruhr Museum; 
vector graphics from Pixabay; section of a sticker from Unterwegs im Ruhrgebiet. Das große Wimmelbuch 
der Ruhr-Kultur, © Melanie Kemner and Jesse Krauß, www.wimmelbuch.ruhr
Concept and design: Ruhr Museum
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He is mining coal with a pneumatic drill.    ( D )


